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and was observed before a shower. Here a detached
cumulus was observed to form, first, festoons, and then
they in turn degraded into raggy cloud; the whole dis-
appeared very shortly, but were quickly followed by fresh
rain-bearing clou Js, The impression was that the festoons
were formed by a sudden drop of the cloud, and that the
rag was produced when the drop was less sudden. The
appearance is, unfortunately, not well rendered in the
diagiam. From many similar instances, we are led to
the conclusion that the constant condition necessary to
form festoons is the sudden failure of an upward current
of air, and then we can readily see why they should prog-
nosticate a storm in some cases, and only rain in others.

Before many squalls or shower, we are all familiar
with the short abortive gusts which so often precede them.
Now, we have only to assume that the ascensional uptake
in front of the main body of the shower is as unsteady as
the surface-wind, and we have at once all the conditions
necessary to form festoons. All observers are agreed
that they are usually formed at the edges of cloud-masses,
In the case of rain or thunder, they ordinarily appear jusl
before or after the rain; but when a gale follows some
time afterwards, the festoon must have been formed bj
some local squall or shower, that bore some relation tc
the disturbed weather which produced the gale. Ii
Orkney the festoons are usually seen with the squalls o
a north-west wind in rear of a cyclone; the storm the]
prognosticate belongs to another cyclone, which ther<
usually follows quickly behind the first. In the tropics
of course, festoons are always associated with non-isobari
rain or thunderstorms.